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THREE-DIMENSIONAL WEAVING SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application Ser. No. 13/748,767 claims the benefit of
priority of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/590,183, filed
Jan. 24, 2012 and entitled “Multi-Functional Weaving Sys-
tem.” The entirety of the aforementioned application is incor-
porated by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a multi-functional weaving
system for weaving textiles, apparel, accessories, and shoes.
More specifically, the present invention relates to using dif-
ferent types of weaving materials, weaving processes, and
weaving patterns to impart different properties to a woven
product. As well, the present invention relates to an intermit-
tent weaving splicer that dynamically terminates and com-
bines different materials, which are subsequently used to
weave different types of apparel, accessories, and shoes. The
present invention also relates to a dynamic tensioner that
applies varying levels of tension to weaving materials based
on properties of the material. Additionally, the present inven-
tion relates to one or more finishing devices used to finish
lateral portions and interior portions of a product as it is being
woven.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter. The present
invention is defined by the claims.

Atahighlevel, aspects of the present invention are directed
toward a woven product comprising at least one panel with a
greater number of warp threads that is woven to a second
panel with a lesser number of warp threads. The panel with
the greater number of warp threads may be a graphics panel or
a comfort panel, while the panel with the lesser number of
warp threads may be a stability or durability panel.

The aspects of the present invention are also directed to the
use of reactive weaving materials that may be selectively
activated to achieve certain properties in portions of the
woven product. The present invention is also directed to an
apparatus that increases the tension on warps threads in select
places along a warp beam immediately prior to introducing
the weft to produce selected deformities to the woven prod-
uct.

Additionally, aspects of the present invention are directed
toward an intermittent splicer that dynamically terminates a
material (e.g., yarn, thread, fiber) and combines different
materials to create a combined material having different func-
tional or aesthetic properties along the length ofthe combined
material. The combined material may subsequently be used in
the weaving of a variety of structures including fabrics, tex-
tiles, composite base materials, apparel, shoes, and accesso-
ries. For example, aspects of the following may be imple-
mented in the manufacture of two-dimensional and/or three-
dimensional articles. The varying properties of the combined
material may, in turn, impart different properties to the woven
product at one or more locations.
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The present invention is also directed to a dynamic ten-
sioner that applies variable amounts of tension to the com-
bined material while it is being woven. The amount of tension
applied depends on the characteristics or properties of the
combined material and/or a desired resulting product. The
dynamic tensioner may be used in combination with the inter-
mittent splicer to assist in the accurate placement of the com-
bined material in the woven product.

As well, aspects of the present invention are directed to one
ormore finishing devices that can dynamically finish one side
of' a woven product independently of a second side of the
woven product. For example, a right side and a left side of a
woven article may be finished independently of one another.
The sides may be finished in a non-linear fashion, such as an
organic geometry, which eliminates the need for at least some
post-processing pattern cutting. Additionally, one or more
finishing devices of the present invention can be dynamically
(e.g., moveably) positioned in an interior portion of the
woven product as it is being woven. Once positioned, the
finishing devices may create apertures, pockets, and/or tun-
nels in the woven product and finish the edges of these cre-
ations. Interior finishing may occur in the direction of the
warp and in the direction of the weft.

Accordingly, one aspect of the invention is directed to a
three-dimensional (3-D) effector system comprising an effec-
tor that applies tension to selective warp threads to produce a
deformation of the selective warp threads and a positioning
mechanism that positions the effector at one or more locations
along a series of warp threads. The 3-D effector system fur-
ther comprises a logic unit that controls the position of the
positioning mechanism.

In a second aspect of the invention, the present invention is
directed to a 3-D effector system for producing 3-D weaving
patterns. The 3-D effector system comprises a first effector
having a first contact head with a first shape that applies
tension to selective warp threads via the first contact head to
produce a deformation of the selective warp threads. The
system further comprises a first positioning mechanism that
positions the first effector at a position prior to a weft insertion
point. As well, the system comprises a second effector having
asecond contact head with a second shape that applies tension
to the selective warp threads via the second contact head to
maintain the deformation of the selective warp threads and a
second positioning mechanism that positions the second
effector at a position post to the weft insertion point. The
system additionally comprises a logic unit that controls the
position of the first positioning mechanism and the second
positioning mechanism.

It is contemplated that one or more of the aspects of the
present invention may be used in combination to achieve a
desired woven article having desired properties.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Examples are described in detail below with reference to
the attached drawing figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts a top view of a loom with lateral finishing
devices in an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 2 depicts a top view of a loom with a plurality of
interior finishing devices in an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 3 depicts a portion of an exemplary woven product
having lateral finished edges and interior apertures with fin-
ished edges in an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 4 depicts a loom with lateral finishing devices in an
aspect of the present invention;
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FIGS. 5-11 depict exemplary portions of a woven articles
comprised of internal apertures formed, at least in part, with
one or more finishing devices, in accordance with aspects of
the present invention;

FIG. 12 depicts a loom with multiple panel weaving capa-
bilities having a first warp with a greater number of warp
threads as compared to a second warp with a lesser number of
warp threads in an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 13 depicts an exemplary loom beater used in conjunc-
tion with a multi-layered woven articles in an aspect of the
present invention;

FIG. 14 depicts an exemplary flow diagram of a method of
weaving using reactive materials in an aspect of the present
invention;

FIG. 15 depicts an apparatus for introducing three-dimen-
sional effects to a panel as it is being woven in an aspect of the
present invention;

FIG. 16 depicts an exemplary intermittent weaving splicer
within an exemplary weaving system in an aspect of the
present invention;

FIG. 17 depicts an exemplary intermittent weaving splicer
in association with a feeding component in an aspect of the
present invention;

FIG. 18 depicts an exemplary portion of a woven product in
an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 19 depicts an exemplary portion of a woven product in
an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 20 depicts an exemplary portion of a woven product in
an aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 21 depicts an exemplary pattern program used by a
logic unit in an aspect of the present invention; and

FIG. 22 depicts an exemplary flow diagram illustrating a
method of creating a combined material from a first material
input and a second material input in an aspect of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter of the present invention is described
with specificity herein to meet statutory requirements. How-
ever, the description itself is not intended to limit the scope of
this patent. Rather, the inventors have contemplated that the
claimed subject matter might also be embodied in other ways,
to include different steps or combinations of steps similar to
the ones described in this document, in conjunction with other
present or future technologies. Moreover, although the terms
“step” and/or “block” might be used herein to connote difter-
ent elements of methods employed, the terms should not be
interpreted as implying any particular order among or
between various steps herein disclosed unless and except
when the order of individual steps is explicitly stated.

At a high level, the present invention is directed toward a
woven product comprising at least one panel with a greater
number of warp threads that is woven to a second panel with
a lesser number of warp threads. The panel with the greater
number of warp threads may be a graphics panel or a comfort
panel, while the panel with the lesser number of warp threads
may be a stability or durability panel.

The present invention also includes aspects directed to the
use of reactive weaving materials that may be selectively
activated to achieve certain properties in portions of the
woven product. The present invention is also directed to an
apparatus that increases the tension on warps threads in select
places along a warp beam immediately prior to introducing
the weft to produce selected deformities to the woven prod-
uct.
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Additionally, aspects of the present invention are directed
toward an intermittent splicer that dynamically terminates a
material (e.g., yarn, thread, fiber) and combines different
materials to create a combined material having different func-
tional or aesthetic properties along the length of the combined
material. The combined material may subsequently be used in
the weaving of a variety of structures including fabrics, tex-
tiles, composite base materials, apparel, shoes, and accesso-
ries. For example, aspects of the following may be imple-
mented in the manufacture of two-dimensional and/or three-
dimensional articles. The varying properties of the combined
material may, in turn, impart different properties to the woven
product at one or more locations.

The present invention is also directed to a dynamic ten-
sioner that applies variable amounts of tension to the com-
bined material while it is being woven. The amount of tension
applied depends on the characteristics or properties of the
combined material and/or a desired resulting product. The
dynamic tensioner may be used in combination with the inter-
mittent splicer to assist in the accurate placement of the com-
bined material in the woven product.

As well, aspects of the present invention are directed to one
ormore finishing devices that can dynamically finish one side
of' a woven product independently of a second side of the
woven product. For example, a right side and a left side of a
woven article may be finished independently of one another.
The sides may be finished in a non-linear fashion, such as an
organic geometry, which eliminates the need for at least some
post-processing pattern cutting. Additionally, one or more
finishing devices of the present invention can be dynamically
(e.g., moveably) positioned in an interior portion of the
woven product as it is being woven. Once positioned, the
finishing devices may create apertures, pockets, and/or tun-
nels in the woven product and finish the edges of these cre-
ations. Interior finishing may occur in the direction of the
warp and in the direction of the weft.

It is contemplated that one or more of the aspects of the
present invention may be used in combination to achieve a
desired woven article having desired properties.

Articles with Variable Number Warp Threads,
Reactive Weaving Materials, and Weaving Methods

FIGS. 1-11 are discussed hereinafter with respect to the
Finishing Device portion.

Turning now to FIG. 12, a side perspective view of a loom
1200 having two beams is depicted. The loom 1200 may
comprise any type of weaving structure. For example, the
loom 1200 may comprise a Jacquard loom, a Dobby loom,
and other looms known in the art. Further, although only two
beams are depicted, it is contemplated that the loom 1200
may have multiple beams each holding one or more sets of
warp threads. Although the term “thread” is used for conve-
nience sake, it is contemplated that the term “thread” may
comprise any type of material (e.g., thread, yarn, webbing,
braid, filaments, fibers), which may be formed from any type
of substance including fabric materials, plastic materials,
synthetic materials, metal materials, extruded materials,
organic materials, engineered materials, and the like.

The loom 1200 comprises a first beam 1210 having a first
set of warp threads 1214 in an “up” position and a second set
of warp threads 1216 in a “down” position. A second beam
1212 may have a first set of warp threads 1215 in an “up”
position and a second set of warp threads 1217 in a down
position. In this example, the first beam 1210 may be com-
prised of a higher denier thread than the second beam 1212.
As a result, if the first beam 1210 and the second beam 1212
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have a similar beam length (e.g., 60 inches), the second beam
1212 may have a greater end count (i.e., a number of warp
threads along the beam length). Stated differently, because
the threads on the first beam 1210 are larger, the number of
warp threads that may fit along the beam length of the first
beam 1210 is less than the second beam 1212.

The incorporation of multiple layers having different warp
deniers allows for an integrally woven article that can exhibit
different characteristics at different surfaces. For example, as
previously indicated, the layer or surface resulting from the
coarser (e.g., larger denier) warp thread may have greater
abrasion resistance and tensile strength characteristics, which
may be better suited for an exterior surface of an article.
Complementary, a layer or surface comprised of finer threads
(i.e., smaller denier) may allow for a better skin contacting
surface and therefore be suited for an interior article surface.
Further yet, the finer threads may also be more conducive for
forming woven graphical surfaces because a higher resolu-
tion may be achieved with the finer threads. As a result, the
finer thread layer may be conducive for a location at which
graphics are intended to be incorporated. These characteris-
tics may result in a number of layer combinations that provide
different characteristics (e.g., finer thread interior surface, a
coarser thread internal layer for structure, and a finer thread
exterior for graphical integration).

The fine warp threads 1215 and 1217 may have different
functional and/or aesthetic properties from the coarse warp
threads 1214 and 1216. For instance, the fine warp threads
1215 and 1217 may comprise materials of small diameter and
a fine consistency suitable for weaving graphics or for pro-
viding a soft layer next to a user’s skin. In contrast, the coarse
warp threads 1214 and 1216 may comprise materials of a
larger diameter and a coarser consistency designed for dura-
bility, stretch, stability, water resistance, heat resistance, and
the like.

The fine warp threads 1215 and 1217 may be greater in
number than the coarse warp threads 1214 and 1216. By way
of illustrative example, the fine warp threads 1215 and 1217
may comprise 4000 warp threads, and the coarse warp threads
1214 and 1216 may comprise 400 warp threads.

In an exemplary aspect, a Jacquard loom is utilized to allow
for the selective integration of one or more tie yarns between
a first layer and a second layer. For example, it is contem-
plated that a first weft thread having a greater denier is inter-
woven with the warp threads from the first beam 1210 as
compared to a second weft thread that is interwoven with the
warp threads of the second beam 1212. Adjusting the weft
threads to coordinate with (or otherwise deviate from) the
warp threads of a particular beam may allow for the incorpo-
ration of particular functionality. As way of an illustrative
example, when a fine warp thread is used to achieve a high
resolution for graphical purposes, it is contemplated that a
fine weft thread (of varied finishes) may then also be used to
maintain a higher graphical resolution. Similarly, it is con-
templated that if a greater denier warp thread is used to impart
structural characteristics that a similarly robust weft thread
may be interwoven to further ensure those structural charac-
teristics are achieved.

The use of a Jacquard-type loom may allow for a substan-
tial portion of each layer (e.g., coarse warp layer and a fine
warp layer) to be woven apart from one another. However, to
provide a binding effect between the layers to maintain an
aligned relationship, it is contemplated that one or more warp
threads from one or more layers may be interwoven with weft
threads that are primarily interwoven with warp threads from
an alternative layer. For example, when weaving a first layer
that is comprised primarily of warp threads from a first warp
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beam, the Jacquard loom may be instructed to lift (or drop)
one or more warps from a second warp beam into the shed
through which the weft thread is being inserted. This essen-
tially binds the first layer and the second layer using tie-like
yarns that extend between the two layers. It is contemplated
that the tie yarns may be positioned along a perimeter of the
woven article (allowing for a pocket-like volume to be formed
between the layers). It is also contemplated that the tie-like
connections may be inserted at substantially random loca-
tions providing a uniform bond between layers. Further, it is
contemplated that the tie-like structures may be inserted at
defined locations to provide a three-dimensional control over
a resulting woven article that may have a substance (e.g., fill,
down, air) inserted between the layers. Other locations of the
tie-like structures are contemplated anywhere along the
perimeter of the warp beam, the woven article, and anywhere
in an interior location.

Turning to FIG. 13 illustrating an exemplary loom beater
1300 used in connection with a multi-layered woven article,
in accordance with aspects of the present invention. The loom
beater 1300 is comprised of a plurality of reeds 1302 extend-
ing the length of the loom beater 1300. A slot that is formed
between each of the reeds is referred to herein as a dent 1304.
Typically a warp thread will extend through the dent 1304 so
that the reeds 1302 may pack the wefts in the woven article. In
this illustrated example, the size of the dents 1304 is not
consistent across the length of the beater 1300.

A typical beater has a uniform dent that is selected based on
the warp thread characteristics. However, in aspects contem-
plated herein, two or more warp threads may be packed simul-
taneously as a result of the multi-beam implementation hav-
ing different warp threads. In the illustrated example, there
are four smaller dents 1308 between each larger dent 1306,
which results in a 4:1 ratio of smaller denier warp threads to
larger denier warp threads being packed simultaneously. This
ratio may be adjusted based on the thread count of the various
warp beams being simultaneously packed by the beater. In
this example the finer warp thread may have a four times the
thread count as the coarser warp thread. Any ratio and any
ordering of dents (size of slot) are contemplated to effectively
pack a weft when two or more warp materials are utilized.
Other exemplary arrangements of beaters are contemplated.

The aspects of the present invention are also directed
toward weaving using reactive materials. FIG. 14 depicts a
block diagram illustrating an exemplary method 1400 for
weaving using reactive materials, in accordance with aspects
of the present invention. The term “reactive material” is
meant to encompass a wide variety of materials. For instance,
the weaving materials may be water soluble, etchable, ther-
moreactive, moldable, fusable, and the like. Further, the
weaving materials may be coated with different types of
materials to produce a core and an associated sheath. The core
and/or the sheath may have different reactive and/or aesthetic
properties. By way of illustrative example, the sheath may be
water soluble, and the core may be water resistant. Alterna-
tively, the sheath may be water resistant (while potentially
being water permeable), and the core may be water soluble. In
another illustrative example, the sheath may be one color and
the core may be a second color. Products woven with these
reactive materials may be processed to produce certain aes-
thetic properties and/or certain functional properties. The
processing may occur while the product is being woven, or it
may occur as a post-weaving processing step.

At ablock 1410, a product is woven with one material. The
material may have reactive characteristics as outlined above.
Alternatively, the material may not have reactive characteris-
tics. As will be discussed hereinafter, it is contemplated that



US 9,416,467 B2

7

an intermittent splicer may be utilized to insert a particular
reactive material at a defined location within the woven
article.

The weaving of a product with a material with reactive
characteristics may include a material that prior to a reaction
has a low stretch coefficient (e.g., a polymer-coated elastic
material, where the polymer coating prevents the elastic prop-
erties of the core from being experienced). Following the
reaction of the material, the underlying characteristics may be
experienced. Therefore, traditional weaving techniques and
equipment may be utilized that traditionally relies on a lower
elasticity, but the resulting woven product may exhibit the
elasticity property (at least in desired locations) by removing
the restrictive sheath.

At a block 1412, selective portions of the woven product
are treated or activated. In one aspect, activation or treatment
may occur as the product is being woven. For instance, dif-
ferent activating devices such as a water jet, a heat device, a
sintering laser, ultrasonic waves, chemicals, and the like may
be applied to selective portions of the product while it is still
on the loom. In another aspect, the activating mechanisms
may be applied to selective portions of the product after
weaving is complete and the product has been removed from
the loom. In one example, selective portions of the product are
treated with, for example, a mask. The mask may prevent the
activation of the reactive material in defined locations that are
desired to maintain the as-woven characteristics. Alterna-
tively, the masked portion may determine the location at
which the reactive material is activated.

Depending on the properties of the weaving material, acti-
vation of selective portions of the product may produce dif-
ferent functional or aesthetic properties. In one example,
activation may cause selective portions of the product to
dissolve or be eliminated thus producing apertures or open
areas in the product. Activation may cause selective portions
of the product to melt slightly and then reform to produce a
solid portion in the product. As well, activation may cause
selective portions of the product to change color. In another
example, activation may cause selective portions of the prod-
uct to be molded into certain shapes. Many other examples
exist and are contemplated to be within the scope of the
invention.

At a block 1414, further processing of the product may
occur. For example, with respect to the treatment of selective
portions of the product with a mask at block 1412, the mask
may be reactive, and further processing may include activat-
ing the masked areas. Alternatively, the mask may be inert and
be used to shield selective portions of the reactive materials
from activation. In this case, the remainder of the product not
covered by the mask may be activated using one or more of
the activating devices discussed above.

FIG. 15 depicts an apparatus for introducing a three-di-
mensional (3-D) effect into a product as it is being woven.
FIG. 15 includes a loom 1500, a set of warp threads, 1510, a
weft insertion point 1512, a first 3-D effector 1514, and a
second 3-D effector 1516. The loom 1500 may comprise any
type of weaving structure. For example, the loom 1500 may
comprise a single or multiple beam loom, a Jacquard loom, a
Dobby loom, and other looms known in the art.

The first and second 3-D effectors 1514 and 1516 may be
attached to one or more adjustable arms that act to move the
3-D effectors 1514 and 1516 laterally back and forth across
the width of the panel and/or vertically to introduce changes
in tension and excess in material. The first and second 3-D
effectors 1514 and 1516 may also be attached to a support
beam and moved by, for example, a screw drive or rollers.
Further, the first and second 3-D effectors 1514 and 1516 may
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8
be pivoted out of the way when not needed. The contact head
of the first and second 3-D effectors 1514 and 1516 may
comprise any shape such as a cylinder, an ellipse, etc. The
shape of the material contacting surface may determine the
resulting 3-D form that results in the woven product.
Although only two 3-D effectors are shown, it is contem-
plated that multiple effectors may be positioned across the
width of the panel and at any location in the warp direction.

The first 3-D effector 1514 acts to increase the tension on
the set of warp threads 1510 in select places along the width
of'the panel immediately prior to introducing the weft threads
at the weft insertion point 1512. The weft threads are subse-
quently introduced at the weft insertion point 1512. The ten-
sion on the warp threads 1510 is maintained by the second
3-D effector 1516 as additional weft threads are inserted and
the weft is packed. By maintaining increased tension on the
set of warp threads 1510 during the insertion and packing of
the weft threads, the deformity produced by the first and
second 3-D effectors will be “locked” into place.

Further, it is contemplated that one or more 3-D effectors
are positioned on the loom after the weft insertion point 1512,
but prior to a loom beater that packs the weft. As such, the
weft may be inserted in a substantially linear manner, as is
typical, but before the weave is packed and “locked” into
place, the 3-D effector increases the tension on one or more
warps (and the inserted weft(s)). This increased tension may
produce an excess in material at the location of the 3-D
effector, which once the beater packs the weft, is maintained.
This process may introduce deformations to an otherwise
planar-type woven article. It is contemplated that the lateral
position and the vertical position of one or more 3-D effectors
may be dynamically altered during the weaving process,
which may result in an organic three-dimensional form being
introduced into the woven article.

While the 3-D effectors are depicted pressing in a common
downward orientation, it is contemplated that a 3-D effector
may exert a pressure in any direction at any location, and in
any combination. Further, it is contemplated that any number
and any position of a 3-D effector may be implemented.

Intermittent Weaving Splicer and Dynamic Tensioner

FIG. 16 illustrates a system 1600 that comprises an inter-
mittent weaving splicer 1614, a dynamic tensioner 1620, a
feeding component 1618, aloom 1622, and a logic unit 1624.
However, it is contemplated that additional components may
be implemented in conjunction (or independently) with those
depicted herein in exemplary aspects. Further, it is contem-
plated that any number of those components depicted, dis-
cussed, or implied in connection with FIG. 16 may also be
implemented in exemplary aspects.

The intermittent splicer 1614 may receive two or more
materials such as material A 1610 and material B 1612
through one or more input ports. As used herein, a material
received by the intermittent splicer 1614 may include, for
example, yarn, thread, webbing, strands, braids, and the like.
Further, it is contemplated that the material may be formed, at
least in part, with organic substances (e.g., cotton, rubber),
polymer-based substances (e.g., nylon, polyester, synthetic
rubber), metallic-based substances (e.g., copper, silver, gold,
aluminum), and other engineered materials (e.g., aramid syn-
thetic fibers, carbon-fiber, fiber glass). The material is also
contemplated having varied physical characteristics (as will
be discussed hereinafter). For example, the material may have
varied diameter, elasticity, abrasion resistance, chemical
reactivity traits, tension modulus, tensile strength, moisture
absorbance, and the like.
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The material A 1610 and the material B 1612 may comprise
different types of materials. For instance, the materials 1610
and 1612 may differ in diameter, density, color, functional
properties, aesthetic properties, mode of manufacture (extru-
sion, spun, molded, etc.), treatments applied to the materials
1610 and 1612, and so on. Functional properties may com-
prise elasticity, stiffness, water solubility, thermoreactivity,
chemical reactivity, and the like. Treatments applied to the
materials 1610 and 1612 may comprise water proofing, wax
coating, and/or applying coatings that impart a matte, luster,
reflective, or shiny finish to the materials 1610 and 1612.
Treatments may also comprise reactive coatings that may
react with water, heat, chemicals, and the like. Additionally, it
is contemplated that a multi-substance material is used. A
multi-substance material may be a material having an outer
sheath of a different substance than an interior core. In this
example, the outer sheath may impart certain characteristics
to the multi-substance material that differ from the internal
core. For example, the internal core may have a high elasticity
and the outer core may be a reactive coating that prevents the
stretch of the multi-substance material. Therefore, as will be
discussed hereinafter, it is contemplated that portions of the
outer core may be selectively removed (e.g., reactively
removed by chemical means or light, for example) to allow
the properties of the inner core to be exhibited in those por-
tions where the outer core has been removed. Alternative
arrangements of a multi-substance material are contemplated
(e.g., reactive core, reactive fibers intertwined with non-reac-
tive fibers).

Returning to FIG. 16, in an exemplary aspect, the intermit-
tent splicer 1614 may receive material A 1610 through a first
input port (not shown) and material B 112 through a second
input port (not shown). Alternatively, material A 110 and
material B 1612 may be received through a single input port.
Although only two materials are depicted in FIG. 16, it is
contemplated that the intermittent splicer 1614 may receive
any number of materials. In an exemplary aspect, it is con-
templated that the material is maintained by a spool-like
structure for feeding into the intermittent splicer 1614 for
effective receipt.

The intermittent splicer 1614 receives material A 1610 and
material B 1612. After being received by the intermittent
splicer 1614, the materials may be fed through a measuring
component (not shown) that measures predetermined dis-
tances of the materials 1610 and 1612. The measuring com-
ponent may comprise a toggle wheel, a timing system that
measures the rate at which the materials 1610 and 1612 are
being received, a caliper system, and/or a vision or optical
system to measure the predetermined distances/lengths of a
material. After predetermined distances have been measured
for material A 1610 and/or material B 1612, the intermittent
splicer 1614 may be programmed to terminate material A
1610 and/or material B 1612 at predefined distances.

The intermittent splicer 1614 may use mechanical means
such as a knife to terminate (e.g., cut) the materials 1610
and/or 1612. As well (or in the alternative), the intermittent
splicer 1614 may use a laser, air, ultrasound, water, heat,
chemicals, and the like to terminate the materials 1610 and/or
1612 at defined lengths. Therefore, it is contemplated that the
intermittent splicer 1614 is functional to terminate a continu-
ous run of material at an intermediate point in the run. For
example, a material may be maintained on a spool that has
several hundred feet of continuous material prepared to be fed
through the intermittent splicer 1614. In this example, the
intermittent splicer 1614 may terminate the material at any
point along the length of the several hundred feet of continu-
ous material (any number of times). As a result, any desired
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length of material may be used at any portion of a resulting
combined material resulting from the intermittent splitter
1614.

The intermittent splicer 1614 may be mechanically oper-
ated by one or more mechanisms controlled by the logic unit
1624. For example, it is contemplated that the intermittent
splicer 1614 may, without intervention from a human opera-
tor, terminate a material using an electro-mechanical mecha-
nism (e.g., an actuator, pneumatic, hydraulic, motor) and/or
the like. By controlling the terminating portion of the inter-
mittent splicer 1614 by the logic unit 1624, an automated
system may be implemented that once started, may not
require intervention by a human to manufacture an article
having a variety of materials strategically located in a com-
mon weft pass (or warp).

Once terminated, the materials 1610 and 1612 may be
joined together by the intermittent splicer 1614 to create a
combined material 1616. Traditional methods of joining
materials 1610 and 1612 together such as fraying the ends of
materials 1610 and 1612 and joining the frayed ends may be
employed. For example, the materials to be joined may be
comprised of a plurality of fibers that when separated (e.g.,
frayed) at each respective end may then be intermeshed
together to form an effective bond between a first end of a first
material and a first end of a second material. Additionally,
other methods to join the materials 1610 and 1612 may be
used such as ultrasonic fusing, lasering, welding, adhesive,
heat, wrapping, tying, folding, and/or twisting. As a result, it
is contemplated that the intermittent splicer 1614 may termi-
nate a first material at a location along the length of the first
material to form a first end and a second end relative to the
location of termination. The first end, in this example, is
proximate an output region of the intermittent splicer 1614
and the second end is proximate an input region of the inter-
mittent splicer 1614. The first end, in this example, may be
joined with a previous second end of a second material (e.g.,
also proximate the input portion of the intermittent splicer
1614). Further, the second end of the first material may then
be joined with a newly created first end (e.g., proximate the
output portion of the intermittent splicer 1614) of the second
material. As will be discussed hereinafter, it is contemplated
that any number of materials in any sequence may be joined.

The intermittent splicer 1614 may also be comprised of one
or more maintainers. A maintainer may maintain one or more
portions of the materials 1610 and/or 1612 in a desired posi-
tion during a terminating process and/or during a joining
process. For example, it is contemplated that a compression
mechanism may hold the first material while terminating the
first material. Further, it is contemplated that a maintainer
may hold the combined material (e.g., first end of the first
material) while being fused with a second end of the second
material, even momentarily. However, it is also contemplated
that the terminating and/or joining processes may be done on
the fly (e.g., as the materials continue to pass through the
intermittent splicer 1614).

The intermittent splicer 1614 may also comprise an expel-
ling component (not shown) at the output portion. Once mate-
rials 1610 and 1612 have been combined to generate a com-
bined material 1616, the expelling component expels the
combined material 1616 from the intermittent splicer 1614.
The expelling component may mechanically expel the com-
bined material 1616 using rollers, conveyors, pulleys, and
other mechanisms. The expelling component may also/alter-
natively use, for example, air and/or water to expel the com-
bined material 1616 from the intermittent splicer 1614. Fur-
ther, it is contemplated that the combined material may be
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expelled from the intermittent splicer 1614 by gravity and/or
a pushing force exerted by an added material portion.

As can be seen from FIG. 16, the combined material 1616
may comprise variable-length segments composed of mate-
rial A 1610 and material B 1612. For instance, the combined
material 1616 may comprise a variable-length segment
1616A composed of material A 1610, a variable-length seg-
ment 1616B composed of material B 1612, and a variable-
length segment 1616C again composed of material A 1610.
Other arrangements are contemplated such as a B-A-B
arrangement, an A-B-A-B arrangement, a B-A-B-A arrange-
ment, and so on. When more than two materials are used, the
composition of the combined segment 1616 may be adjusted
accordingly. By way of illustrative example, if materials A, B,
and C are used, one possible composition may comprise
A-C-B-A. As can be seen, a near-infinite number of possibili-
ties exist based on the number of materials used, the possible
arrangement of materials, and the lengths of each portion of
material used.

It is contemplated that the intermittent splicer 1614 may be
used in conjunction with any mechanism, such as a loom.
Further, it is contemplated that the intermittent splicer 1614
may be used independently of other mechanisms. The inter-
mittent splicer 1614 may also be implemented during any
portion of a manufacturing process (e.g., forming the warp,
passing the weft).

In an exemplary aspect, once expelled from the intermit-
tent splicer 1614, the combined material 1616 is received by
the feeding component 1618 via, for example, an input port.
The feeding component 1618 may passively receive the com-
bined material 1616 from the expelling component. The feed-
ing component 1618 may also actively retrieve the combined
material 1616 from the intermittent splicer 1614. For
instance, the feeding component 1618 may generate a
vacuum that draws the combined material 1616 into the feed-
ing component 1618.

The feeding component 1618 is also configured to subse-
quently feed the combined material 1616 into the loom 1622.
The combined material 1616 may be fed in to the loom 1622
as a weft. However, as previously discussed, the combined
material may be used in connection with forming a warp
beam. If the combined material 1616 is fed in as a weft, the
feeding component 1618 may comprise a shuttle, one or more
rapiers, an air jet, a water jet, and the like.

The feeding component 1618 may be associated with the
dynamic tensioner 1620. The dynamic tensioner 1620 is con-
figured to apply a variable amount of tension to the combined
material 1616 as it is being fed into the loom 1622 by the
feeding component 1618. The amount of tension applied may
depend on the properties of the combined material 1616 as it
is passing through the dynamic tensioner 1620. For instance,
a smaller degree of tension may be applied to a more elastic
segment of the combined material 1616 as compared to the
amount of tension applied to a less elastic segment of the
combined material 1616. Applying variable amounts of ten-
sion depending on the properties of the combined material
1616 helps to ensure that the combined material 1616 is fed
smoothly into the loom 1622. Further, it is contemplated that
the dynamic tensioner 1620 dynamically adjusts tension
based, at least in part, on the characteristics of the combined
material 1616 that has already passed through the dynamic
tensioner 1620 for a particular weft pass. For example, if a
non-elastic portion of material initially passes through the
dynamic tensioner 1620, a greater amount of tension may be
applied than when an elastic portion or even a subsequent
non-elastic portion passes through the dynamic tensioner
1620 on a common weft pass.
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The dynamic tensioner 1620 may apply tension by, for
example, adjusting the diameter of the input port of the feed-
ing component 1618. In instances where the feeding compo-
nent 1618 is an air jet, tension may be adjusted by varying the
amount of air used to propel the combined material 1616 into
the loom 1622. Likewise, if the feeding component 1618 is a
water jet, tension may be adjusted by varying the force of the
water used to propel the combined material into the loom
1622. Further, it is contemplated that the dynamic tensioner
1620 may be formed from one or more compressive surfaces
that apply varied levels of compressive forces on the com-
bined material (e.g., rotating (or not) mated discs in a pulley-
like orientation that have graduated mated surfaces that may
be separated or closed to impart a desired level of compres-
sive force to a multiple material passing through the gradu-
ated mated surfaces).

The dynamic tensioner 1620 may use a caliper-based sys-
tem to determine when tension should be adjusted and how
much the tension should be adjusted. For example, the caliper
system may detect a thicker segment of the combined mate-
rial 1616 and increase the tension applied to the combined
material 1616. The dynamic tensioner 1620 may also use a
vision/optical system to visually detect a transition from one
segment of the combined material 1616 to an adjacent seg-
ment of the combined material 1616. The vision/optical sys-
tem may also detect properties of the segment that determine
how much tension should be applied; the tension may then be
adjusted accordingly. For instance, the vision/optical system
may be configured to detect a color or texture change from
one segment to the next of the combined material 1616. Based
on this change, the dynamic tensioner 1620 may adjust the
tension on the combined material 1616. The dynamic ten-
sioner 1620 may also use a timing system to determine when
tension should be adjusted. For example, the combined mate-
rial 1616 may be expelled from the intermittent splicer 1614
at a constant rate. The dynamic tensioner 1620 may adjust the
tension depending on the rate of expulsion. The dynamic
tensioner 1620 may also receive inputs from, for example, the
logic unit 1624, and adjust the tension based on the received
inputs. As aresult, it is contemplated that one or more mecha-
nisms may be implemented independently or in concert to
adjust the dynamic tensioner 1620 to impart one or more
desired characteristics to a resulting product at one or more
desired locations.

In one aspect, the dynamic tensioner 1620 may be utilized
as a quality control measure. For instance, the dynamic ten-
sioner 1620 may apply an additional amount of tension to the
combined material 1616 to adjust the combined material
1616 after it has been fed as a weft through a shed. This may
be used to correct minor deviations in alignment of the weft
with respect to the pattern that is being woven. For example,
if a combined material has a particular portion intended to be
placed at a particular location (e.g., at a particular location
laterally along the warps), the dynamic tensioner 1620 may
impart an elevated level of tension to allow the combined
material to slightly extend a length at which it crosses a
portion of the warp. Similarly, it is contemplated that the
dynamic tensioner 1620 may impart a decreased level of
tension to allow the combined material to slightly reduce a
length affecting a location as portion crosses a particular
warp. Additional mechanisms for adjusting a location of the
combined material are contemplated that may not affect the
stretch of the combined material (e.g., incorporating an
excess portion at either (or both) ends of a weft pass to allow
for lateral alignment by the feeding component 1618.

Although the dynamic tensioner 1620 is shown in FIG. 16
as being integrally attached to the feeding component 1618,
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other arrangements are contemplated. For instance, the
dynamic tensioner 1620 may be physically separate from the
feeding component 1618. The dynamic tensioner 1620 may
be located between the intermittent splicer 1614 and the feed-
ing component 1618. Alternatively, the dynamic tensioner
1620 may be located between the feeding component 1618
and the loom 1622. Further, as previously discussed, it is
contemplated that one or more components may be omitted
entirely or in part, in an exemplary aspect.

As mentioned, the feeding component 1618 feeds the com-
bined material 1616 into the loom 1622 as either a warp or a
weft. The loom 1622 may comprise any type of weaving
structure. For example, the loom 1622 may comprise a single
or multiple-beam loom, a Jacquard loom, a Dobby loom, and
other looms known in the art.

The logic unit 1624 may be programmably-coupled to the
intermittent splicer 1614, the feeding component 1618, the
dynamic tensioner 1620, and/or the loom 1622 through a
wireless or wired connection. The logic unit 1624 may be
comprised of a processor and memory to perform one or more
of the functions provided herein. Computer-readable media
having instructions embodied thereon for performing one or
more functions may be implemented with the logic unit 1624
to effectuate one or more of the functions. The logic unit 1624
may instruct these various components based on, for
example, a pattern program to produce a woven product con-
forming to the pattern.

FIG. 21 depicts an exemplary pattern program 2100 that
may be captured (e.g., by a camera) and processed by the
logic unit 1624 to calculate what segment lengths of material
A 1610 and/or material B 1612 are needed at each weft
(and/or warp) level. The pattern program 2100 comprises a
series of lines corresponding to wefts with a pattern superim-
posed on the lines. The lengths of various segments of the
pattern program 2100 may be determined by the logic unit
1624 and subsequently communicated to, for example, the
intermittent splicer 1614. For example, the logic unit 1624
may determine a length/distance of segment 2110 (corre-
sponding to material A 1610), segment 2112 (corresponding
to material B 1612), and segment 2114 (corresponding to
material A 1610). The various lengths/distances of these seg-
ments 2110, 2112, and 2114 may be communicated by the
logic unit 1624 to the intermittent splicer 1614; the intermit-
tent splicer 1614 then terminates and combines materials
based on these inputs.

Further, the logic unit 1624 may also be programmably-
coupled to the various vision/optical, timing, toggle wheel,
and caliper-based systems associated with these components.
The logic unit 1624 may, in one aspect, receive inputs from
the various vision/optical, timing, toggle wheel, and caliper-
based systems, and, based on these inputs and a programmed
pattern/structure, instruct the intermittent splicer 1614 to ter-
minate the material A 1610 or the material B 1612 at a pre-
determined location. Further, the logic unit 1624 may instruct
the dynamic tensioner 1620 to apply a predetermined amount
of tension to the combined material 1616 based on received
inputs. Any and all such aspects are within the scope of the
invention.

As provided herein, it is contemplated that the logic unit
1624 may be comprised of a computing device. Therefore, the
logic unit 1624 may maintain one or more set of instructions
useable by one or more components (e.g., intermittent splicer,
loom, dynamic tensioner, Jacquard loom, measurement com-
ponents, quality control components) to manufacture an
article. The instructions may include logic capable of coordi-
nating the automatic terminating and splicing of materials
such that when inserted through a shed may be positioned in
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a defined location relative to the warp beam. Further, the logic
may ensure the proper alignment and positioning of one or
more portions of a multiple material element as integrated
into an article.

The logic unit 1624 may store the instructions or may
receive the instructions. For example, it is contemplated that
the logic unit 1624 may be connected via a network to one or
more computing devices that maintain parameters to com-
plete a particular article. Upon receiving an indication to
manufacture a particular article, the proper instructions (or
portions thereof) are communicated to the logic unit 1624 for
controlling one or more components to effectuate the manu-
facturing of the article. As such, it is contemplated that the
logic unit 1624 may be responsible for ensuring that typically
disparate components may operate in concert to automati-
cally produce an article through the coordination of one or
more functions of each of the components.

Turning now to FIG. 17, another aspect of the invention is
illustrated. FIG. 17 depicts a system 1700 comprising a mate-
rial source 1710, a material 1712, a material 1714, an inter-
mittent splicer 1716 that is integrally connected to a feeding
component 1718, and a receiving component 1720. The feed-
ing component 1718 and the receiving component 1720 may
comprise a first rapier and a second rapier. Traditional weav-
ing technology employs rapiers to feed wefts across a shed. A
first rapier feeding a weft is met by a second rapier at a point
across the width of the weave. The second rapier takes the
weft and completes the journey of the weft across the width of
the weave (e.g., the length of the warp beam).

The feeding component 1718 may be dynamically pro-
grammed (by, for example, a logic unit) to deliver the wett to
the receiving component 1720 at varying distances along the
width of the weave instead of at the midway point of the
weave. Further, the intermittent splicer 1716 may be pro-
grammed to terminate material 1712 and/or material 1714
and generate a combined material prior to the feeding com-
ponent 1718 meeting the receiving component 1720 and
transferring the combined material.

FIG. 18 depicts a close-up view of an exemplary woven
product 1800 that may be produced by the system 1600. The
woven product 1800 comprises a series of warp threads 1810.
Although the term “thread” is used for convenience sake, it is
contemplated that the term “thread” may comprise any type
of material discussed previously, including fabric materials,
plastic materials, synthetic materials, metal materials, and the
like. The woven product 1800 also comprises a series of weft
threads 1812. In this example, a portion of the weft threads
1812 comprises combined material weft threads generated
by, for example, an intermittent splicer such as the intermit-
tent splicer 1614 of FIG. 16. Thread 1814 provides an
example of a weft thread that is comprised of one material,
while thread 1816 illustrates a weft thread comprised of more
than one material.

The wett threads 1812 are woven to produce an area 1818.
The area 1818 may have different functional properties as
compared to the remainder of the woven product 1800. For
instance, the area 1818 may have a greater amount of stretch
as compared to the remainder of the woven product 1800. In
another example, the area 1818 may be composed of ther-
moreactive, and/or chemical reactive materials (e.g., water
soluble). These materials may be treated with an appropriate
agent (heat, water, and/or chemical) to eliminate the area
1818 or to further change the functional properties of the area
1818.

Additionally, the area 1818 may have different aesthetic
properties as compared to the remainder of the woven product
1800. For instance, the area 1818 may be a different color than
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the remainder of the woven product 1800, or be composed of
weft threads having a matte or shiny finish. The arca 1818
may comprise a logo, graphic elements, geometric-shaped
patterns, or organically-shaped patterns. Further, the area
1818 may be woven from weft threads having a different
diameter as compared to the remainder of the woven product
1800. This may help to impart a three-dimensional aspect to
the area 1818. Any and all such variations are within the scope
of the invention.

FIG. 20 depicts another exemplary portion of a product
2000 that may be produced by the system 1600. The focus of
FIG. 20 is on the combined material that makes up the weft
threads 2010. Because of this, the warp threads are not
depicted. The combined material that makes up the weft
threads 2010 comprises a first segment 2012 of a first material
(material A), a second segment 2014 of a second material
(material B), and a third segment 2016 of the first material
(material A). The second material in the second segment 2014
may comprise crimped yarn. Examples of crimped yarn
include polyester fill used for insulation in jackets or as stuft-
ing in pillows. This type of yarn is generally resistant to
stretching which gives it loft and volume. However, crimped
yarn typically stretches as heat is applied; the heat causing the
crimped yarn to lose its crimp. Taking advantage of these
properties of crimped yarn, heat may be selectively applied to
the portion of the product 2000 containing the crimped yarn
(i.e., area 2018). The application of heat may cause the area
2018 to elongate or stretch which adds three-dimensionality
to the product 2000. One example where this type of process
is useful is in the creation of a heel portion of a shoe upper.

FIG. 19 depicts an exemplary portion of a woven product
1900 that may be produced by the system 1700. The woven
product comprises a set of warp threads 1910 and a set of weft
threads 1912. Like above, the term “thread” is meant to
encompass any number of materials. A portion of the weft
threads 1912 comprises wett threads of combined materials
generated by an intermittent splicer such as the intermittent
splicer 1716 of FIG. 17. Weft thread 1914 is an example of a
weft thread of combined materials. Additionally, a portion of
the weft threads 1912 comprises weft threads composed of
one type of material (for example, weft thread 1916).

As described above, the system 1700 comprises a feeding
component (in this case, a first rapier) that may be dynami-
cally adjusted to deliver weft threads different distances along
the width of the weave. A corresponding receiving compo-
nent (a second rapier) may also be dynamically adjusted to
receive the weft thread at the point of handoff from the feed-
ing component. An intermittent splicer may generate a weft of
combined materials prior to the receiving component receiv-
ing the weft thread from the feeding component. The result is
the ability to produce a variety of geometric or organically-
shaped patterns having different functional and/or aesthetic
properties. For instance, area 1918 of the woven product 1900
is composed of weft threads having different properties from
the weft threads that make up the area 1920. Like above with
respect to FIGS. 18 and 20, the weft threads in the areas 1918
and 1920 may have different functional properties and/or
different aesthetic properties.

As depicted, it is contemplated that any combination of
combined materials may be implemented at any location to
form a product having organic-shaped characteristic portions
imparted by selectively changing underlying materials of a
weft. For example, the characteristic portions may have var-
ied aesthetic and/or functional characteristics at specified
locations. The ability to selectively impart desired character-
istics intermittently in a weft pass (as opposed to having a
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uniform characteristic along a complete weft pass) provides
increased control of a weaving process.

FIG. 22 depicts a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
method 2200 for utilizing an intermittent splicer, in accor-
dance with aspects of the present invention. At a block 2202,
a first material is received at the intermittent splicer. As pre-
viously discussed, the material may be any material, such as
ayarn, thread, webbing, and the like. Receiving of a material
may include a portion of the material entering one or more
portions of the intermittent splicer. At a block 2204, a second
material is received at the intermittent splicer. As previously
discussed, any number of materials may be received/utilized
at/by an intermittent splicer.

At a block 2206 a length of the first material is measured.
The length may be measured to result in a particular length of
the first material at a particular location within a resulting
combined material. The measuring may be accomplished
using mechanical mechanisms, timing mechanisms, optical
mechanisms, and other techniques for measuring a length of
a material. At a block 2208, a determination is made to ter-
minate the first. The determination may be accomplished
utilizing a logic unit that controls a terminator of the inter-
mittent splicer. The determination may be made, at least in
part, based on the measured length of the first material and a
desired length to be used in a resulting combined material.
Further, the logic unit may rely on a programmed pattern that
coordinates the intermittent splicer and one or more manu-
facturing machines (e.g., loom, knitting machine, braider),
which may be used in conjunction with the intermittent
splicer. Once a determination to terminate is made at the
block 2208, at a block 2210 the first material is terminated.
The termination may be effected by a mechanical cutting, a
chemical process, a heating process, an ultrasonic process,
and/or the like.

At a block 2212, the first material and the second material
are joined. The joining of the first and second materials may
rely on a mechanical connection among elements (e.g., fibers)
of each of the materials. Additionally, it is contemplated that
other bonding techniques may be used to join the first material
and the second material (e.g., welding, adhesive). Once the
first material and the second material are joined, the resulting
combined material may be incorporated into a product at a
block 2214. For example, the resulting product may be
formed using a number of machines and techniques, such as
a loom for a woven article, a knitting machine for a knit
article, a braiding machine for a braided article, and the like.

Finishing Device

At a high level, the aspects of the present invention are
directed to one or more finishing devices that can dynamically
finish one side of a woven product independently of a second
side of the woven product. For example, a right side and a left
side of a woven article may be finished independently of one
another. The sides may be finished in a non-linear fashion,
such as an organic geometry, which eliminates the need for at
least some post-processing pattern cutting. Additionally, one
or more finishing devices of the present invention can be
dynamically (e.g., moveably) positioned in an interior portion
of the woven product as it is being woven. Once positioned,
the finishing devices may create apertures, pockets, and/or
tunnels in the woven product and finish the edges of these
creations. Interior finishing may occur in the direction of the
warp and in the direction of the weft.

Turning now to FIG. 1, atop view of aloom 100 is depicted.
The loom 100 is exemplary in nature and is used to illustrate
certain aspects of one or more finishing devices. The loom
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100 may comprise any type of weaving structure. For
example, the loom 100 may comprise a single or multiple
beam loom, a Jacquard loom, a Dobby loom, and other looms
known in the art.

The loom 100 comprises a beam 110 that holds a set of
warp threads 112 in tension. Although the term “thread” is
used throughout this Specification for convenience sake, it is
contemplated that the term “thread” may comprise any type
of material (e.g., thread, yarn, string, braided material,
extruded material, pulled material, spun material, and the
like) formed from any substance including fabric materials,
plastic materials, synthetic materials, metal materials, engi-
neered materials, and the like. The loom also includes a first
finishing device 116 and a second finishing device 118 that
are positioned along the lateral edges of the loom 100 adja-
cent to a woven panel 124 (the woven panel 124 comprising
warp threads interwoven with weft threads). While only two
finishing devices are illustrated with respect to FIG. 1, it is
contemplated that any number and combination of finishing
devices may be implemented in exemplary aspects. Further, it
is contemplated that a finishing device may be oriented in a
variety of positions to finish in a variety of manners. For
example, a tucker may be oriented to the left to form a right
finished edge, or the tucker may be oriented to the right to
form a left finished edge. The combination of finishing
mechanisms is near limitless when considering types, loca-
tions, numbers, and orientations.

The finishing devices 116 and 118 may be manually
attached to a supporting frame of the loom (not shown).
Alternatively, the finishing devices 116 and 118 may be posi-
tioned on one or more positioning mechanisms. The position-
ing mechanisms may be functional for moving the finishing
devices in any direction and/or rotation. For example, the
positioning mechanisms may be functional for moving one or
more finishing devices in a vertical, horizontal, and/or pivot-
ing manner. In an exemplary aspect, it is contemplated that
the positioning mechanism may be comprised of rotating
arms that bring the finishing devices 116 and 118 in and out of
position on the loom 100 and move the finishing devices 116
and 118 laterally in the direction of the weft threads. The
rotating arms may raise and lower the finishing devices 116
and 118 in order to operate on different panels/layers of the
woven product. In other contemplated aspects, the position-
ing mechanism may implement one or more screw drives,
conveyors, belts, rapiers, pneumatics, hydraulics, and the
like. Other ways of positioning finishing devices known in the
art are contemplated to be within the scope of the invention.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, the finishing devices
116 and 118 are used to create a finished edge(s) of the woven
panel 124 to create edge stability and prevent fraying of the
edges. Edge finishing is important to maintain product integ-
rity during post-weaving processing steps. The finishing
devices 116 and 118 may use a tucker or a leno warp twister
to create the selvedge or finished edge. Additional ways of
creating a finished edge include singeing the edges with a
singeing device especially when thermoreactive materials are
being woven, and using a sintering laser when chemically-
reactive materials are being woven. Other forms of finishing
are contemplated, such as ultrasonic, binding, surging, and
the like.

The finishing devices 116 and 118 may be programmed to
dynamically move laterally in and out of the woven panel 124
(in the direction of the weft threads) as the woven panel 124
is being fed through the finishing devices 116 and 118. The
lateral movement of the finishing devices 116 and 118 may be
changed with each weft that has been woven. This dynamic
movement allows the woven panel 124 to be generated with a
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finished edge in any possible shape—not just a linear shape—
as the woven panel is formed. Vision and/or optical systems
may be used in conjunction with the finishing devices 116 and
118 to monitor the lateral movements of the finishing devices
116 and 118 with respect to the woven panel 124.

In an exemplary aspect, it is contemplated that the finishing
device operating on one or more wefts finishes the one or
more wefts while allowing one or more warps not interwoven
with the one or more wefts to maintain continuity. Stated
differently, when an organic lateral edge is formed with wefts
finished at a location inside the beam width, warp threads will
extend from the finished edge toward the lateral edge of the
beam. These warp threads may not be terminated until post
processing. The delay in terminating may allow for later
woven wefts to utilize these wefts. However, it is also con-
templated that warp threads outside the finished edge may be
terminated at any point in the weaving process.

The finishing devices 116 and 118 may be programmably-
coupled to a logic unit 114 by a wired or wireless connection.
Thelogic unit 114 may execute a pattern program and instruct
the finishing devices 116 and 118 based on the pattern pro-
gram. Further, the logic unit 114 may also be programmably-
coupled to the vision and/or optical systems of the finishing
devices 116 and 118. The logic unit 114 may receive inputs
from the vision and/or optical systems and, based on these
inputs, instruct the finishing devices 116 and 118 to move
laterally to a predetermined location based on the pattern
program. Weaving and finishing the woven panel 124 accord-
ing to the pattern program reduces the need to manually create
the pattern shape after a panel has been woven.

The logic unit 114 may utilize one or more computer read-
able media having instructions maintained thereon for con-
trolling one or more components. For example, it is contem-
plated that the logic unit 114 may have a processor and
memory functional for executing instructions embodied on
the computer readable media, such that by executing those
instructions, one or more finishing devices, looms, vision
systems, and the like may form a woven article with a finished
edge. It is contemplated that a set of instructions identify a
location at which a finishing device is to finish a woven article
to produce a desired result. The instructions may be stored at
the logic unit 114 and/or at a remote computing device, which
communicates via a network connection (wired or wireless).

In addition to the logic unit 114, it is contemplated that the
finishing mechanism and the positioning mechanism of a
finishing device may have one or more computing mecha-
nisms associated therewith. For example, the positioning
mechanism may have a microcontroller associated that moni-
tors the position and controls the drive system that operates
the positioning mechanism. Similarly, the finishing mecha-
nism may also have a microcontroller associated that controls
one or more functions of the finisher. The finishing mecha-
nism microcontroller may be responsible for ensuring com-
ponents of the finishing mechanism are engaged. Together, a
combination of logic unit, microcontrollers, and other com-
ponents may work in concert to finish one or more edges,
including internal edges, without direct human intervention.

The finishing devices 116 and 118 may be programmed to
operate independently of each other. The result is a first edge
120 of the woven panel 124 that may have a different shape
than a second edge 122 of the woven panel 124. As previously
discussed, it is contemplated that the finishing device 116 and
the finishing device 118 each have a positioning mechanism
that operates independently of each other. As a result, each
finishing device may move in a lateral direction that does not
directly correlate with the other, when desired.
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Turning now to FIG. 2, a top view of a loom 200 having a
plurality of finishing devices located at an interior portion of
awoven panel 226 is depicted. The loom 200 is exemplary in
nature and is used to illustrate certain aspects of one or more
finishing devices. The loom 200 may comprise any type of
weaving structure. For example, the loom 200 may comprise
a single or multiple beam loom, a Jacquard loom, a Dobby
loom, and other looms known in the art.

The loom 200 comprises a beam 210 that holds a set of
warp threads 212 in tension. As previously discussed, the
term “thread” is not limiting, but instead used for the conve-
nience of this description. The loom 200 also comprises a
support beam 214 mounted to the frame of the loom 200. A
first set of finishing devices 216 and a second set of finishing
devices 218 are attached to the support beam 214.

The first and second set of finishing devices 216 and 218
may be movable along the support beam 214 through, for
example, the use of a screw drive or rollers, as previously
discussed. The first and second set of finishing devices 216
and 218 may be able to rotate around the support beam 214 so
that the functional aspects of the finishing devices 216 and
218 may be alternately aligned in the direction of the weft
threads or the warp threads. Alternatively, one finishing
device of the first set of finishing devices 216 may be oriented
to operate in the direction of the weft threads (e.g., a tucker),
and the second finishing device of the set of finishing devices
216 may be oriented to operate in the direction of the warp
threads (e.g., a leno twist); the same holds true for the second
set of finishing devices 218. The first and second set of fin-
ishing devices 216 and 218 may be able to pivot out of the way
when not in use.

In another exemplary arrangement that is not depicted, the
first set and the second set of finishing devices 216 and 218
may be mounted on movable arms that act to raise, lower, or
laterally move the first and second set of finishing devices 216
and 218. Further, the first set of finishing devices 216 may be
operated and moved independently of the second set of fin-
ishing devices 218. Although only two sets of finishing
devices are shown in FIG. 2, itis contemplated that a plurality
of sets of finishing devices may be employed to generate a
woven product. Any and all such aspects are within the scope
of the invention.

As the loom 200 weaves the woven panel 226, the first and
second set of finishing devices 216 and 218 cut and finish
warp and/or weft threads to create apertures in the woven
panel 226. For instance, as the loom 200 weaves the woven
panel 226, the finishing devices 216 and 218 move laterally
back and forth along a weft of the woven panel 226. The
finishing devices 216 and 218 cut the weft threads and any
warp threads 212 that are encountered and simultaneously
finish the cut edges of the threads. The cut material may be
finished by any of the methods outlined above with respect to
FIG. 1 (tucking, leno warp twisting, singeing, sintering, and
the like). The sets of finishing devices 216 and 218 may have
associated vision and/or optical systems to monitor the lateral
movements of the finishing devices 216 and 218 with respect
to the woven panel 226. However, as previously discussed, it
is contemplated that the weft threads may be cut and finished
while maintaining the warp threads for continuity purposes,
in an exemplary aspect.

FIG. 2 illustrates two apertures 220 and 222 that are simul-
taneously being created by the first and second set of finishing
devices 216 and 218. As can be seen, the apertures 220 and
222 are finished both in the direction of the warp threads 212
and in the direction of the weft threads. FIG. 2 also illustrates
an additional aperture 224 that was created at an earlier point
in the weaving process. The aperture 224 was created by one
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set of finishing devices (216 or 218), thus illustrating that the
sets of finishing devices 216 and 218 may operate indepen-
dently of each other. In this example, a cutting mechanism
associated with or independent of the finishing device(s) may
terminate (using any known method) those threads that form
at least a portion of an internal aperture. For example, it is
contemplated that the finishing devices 216 and 216 cut and
finish the weft threads and the warp threads that form the
internal portion of, for example, the aperture 220. In this
example, the finishing devices may not form the aperture 220
until at least one weft has been inserted into the shed of the
woven article that will extend across those warps that may be
terminated.

The sets of finishing devices 216 and 218 may be program-
mably-coupled to a logic unit 228 by a wired or wireless
connection. The logic unit 228 may execute a pattern program
and instruct the sets of finishing devices 216 and 218 based on
the pattern program. Further, the logic unit 228 may also be
programmably-coupled to the vision and/or optical systems
of'the sets of finishing devices 216 and 218. The logic unit 228
may receive inputs from the vision and/or optical systems
and, based on these inputs, instruct the sets of finishing
devices 216 and 218 to move laterally a predetermined dis-
tance based on the pattern program. Weaving and finishing
the woven panel 226 according to the pattern program
reduces the need to manually create the apertures after a panel
has been woven. Further, the systems depicted in FIGS. 1 and
2 enable the weaving and finishing of a variety of different
patterns including organically-shaped patterns.

The finishing devices discussed above with respect to
FIGS.1and 2 (i.e., finishing devices 116 and 118, and the sets
of finishing devices 216 and 218) may be used on looms with
multiple panel weaving capabilities. While weaving multiple
panels simultaneously, the finishing devices may create aper-
tures in the interior portion of one or more panels and create
different lateral margins on each of the one or more panels.
The edges of the apertures and the lateral margins may be
finished by the finishing devices. In one aspect, the edges of
the apertures may be woven to a corresponding panel(s) that
is above or below the panel with the aperture to create one or
more channels or pockets. Any and all such aspects are within
the scope of the invention.

FIG. 3 depicts a close-up view of a portion of an exemplary
woven product 300 that may be produced by the finishing
devices discussed above. The woven product comprises a
series of warp threads 312 and a series of weft threads 314.
Lateral finishing devices, such as the finishing devices 116
and 118 of FIG. 1, may be utilized to create lateral edges 316
and 318 of the woven product 300. The lateral edges 316 and
318 may be organically-shaped or geometrically-shaped.
Further, the lateral edge 316 may be shaped the same as or
different from the lateral edge 318. The lateral finishing
devices may finish the lateral edges 316 and 318 using a
tucker, a leno warp twister, a singeing device, a sintering laser,
and the like.

Apertures 320 may be created by one or multiple sets of
interior finishing devices as discussed above with respect to
FIG. 2. The apertures 320 may be small to create a mesh-like
pattern, medium-sized to create functional apertures for cord-
ing or webbing to pass through, or they can be large allowing
pattern parts to separate and connect. The edges of the aper-
tures 320 may be finished. The edges of the apertures 320 may
be woven to the edges of apertures in woven panels situated
above and below the woven product 300. The weaving
together of multiple apertures stacked on top of each other
may help to create channels through the woven product 300.
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The woven product 300 also comprises an additional aper-
ture 322 that may be constructed by one or more sets of
finishing devices. The edges of the aperture 322 may be
woven to panels above and below the aperture 322 to create a
pocket in the woven product 300. Similarly, a portion of the
edges of the aperture 322 may be woven to a panel below the
aperture 322 to create an accessible pocket.

Further, it is contemplated that a warp thread separator may
be used in conjunction with one or more components of a
finishing device. For example, it is contemplated that a warp
thread separator may be a wedge-like structure that is inserted
between two warp threads that will eventually form the lateral
edges of an internal aperture. By forcibly parting two tradi-
tionally parallel warp threads prior to (or contemporaneously
with) the finishing of weft threads, an aperture may be formed
that maintains the continuity of warp threads throughout the
warp length of the woven article. It is contemplated that the
finishing of the weft threads around each of the separated
warp threads maintains the separated warp threads in a
desired position, which may be in a non-parallel orientation.

In another exemplary aspect, it is contemplated that a series
of finishing devices may be implemented to result in a desired
aperture. For example, a leno warp twister may finish a plu-
rality of warp threads in a number of substantially parallel
twisted warps. Once the leno warp twister has twisted the
warps, another finishing device may be implemented that cuts
wefts between two substantially parallel twisted warps and
proceeds to tuck each respective new weft end about a proper
twisted warp. Further, it is contemplated that a warp separator
may separate the two substantially parallel twisted warp
groupings as the tucking of the wefts occurs.

A hubless leno warp twister is contemplated as being posi-
tioned on one or more internal (medial of the lateral-most
warp threads) warp threads. In this example, when an aperture
is desired at an internal position of the woven article, the
hubless leno warp twister may be positioned on the corre-
sponding warps that are positioned in the lateral direction of
the aperture. Inthis example, the finishing device may include
a tucker and a cutter that are functional for forming an aper-
ture between the twisted warp groupings.

FIG. 4 depicts a top view of a loom 400 having a plurality
of finishing devices and a Jacquard device, in accordance with
aspects of the present invention. The loom 400 is comprised
of'a warp beam constructed with a plurality of warp threads
(e.g., warp threads 410 and 412). The warp threads may be
selectively positioned up or down based on manipulation by
Jacquard needles 424. In the present illustration, only those
Jacquard needles maintain warps in an up position are illus-
trated, but it is contemplated that even those warps in the
down position also are associated with Jacquard needles. The
loom 400 incorporates a first finishing device 416 and a
second finishing device 418. The finishing devices are posi-
tionable dynamically using a positioning mechanism 414. As
illustrated in this exemplary aspect, the positioning mecha-
nism is comprised of two rods, which may be screw drives.
For example, it is contemplated that the first finishing mecha-
nism 416 is actively engaged to a first of the two rods and
passively engaged with the second rod. Similarly, it is con-
templated that the second finishing mechanism 418 is actively
engaged with the second of the two rods and passively
engaged with the first rod. When actively engaged with a rod,
the rod is functional to move the finishing device laterally (or
pivotally). When passively engaged, the finishing mechanism
may be allowed to be supported by the rod, but not actively
positioned by that rod.

As depicted in FIG. 4, warp threads that are not interwoven
with weft threads to form a portion of a woven article 426 may
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be left ina down position (or any position) when a weft thread,
as provided by a weft loader 422, is being inserted into the
warp threads. Further, it is contemplated that the warp threads
not interwoven with weft threads (e.g., warp thread 420) may
be allowed to maintain continuity for the length of the weav-
ing process to ensure consistent tension and other character-
istics. As such, it is contemplated that the warp threads not
interwoven with weft threads may be separated from the
woven article 426 in a post processing procedure. Further, the
non-interwoven warp threads may be removed at the time of
forming the woven article 426, in an exemplary aspect.

Inthe illustrated aspect of FI1G. 4, the finishing devices 416
and 418 are positioned proximate the weft insertion place;
however, it is contemplated that one or more of the finishing
devices may be positioned at any location. For example, a
warp finishing device may be positioned prior to the insertion
of the weft thread. Further, it is contemplated that a weft
finishing device may be positioned at a location post-weft
insertion and weft packing. Therefore, one or more finishing
devices may be located at any location along the formation of
a woven article.

As previously discussed, it is contemplated that a number
of possible internal apertures may be formed using one or
more finishing devices. For example, FIGS. 5-11 illustrate
various arrangements and techniques for forming an aperture
in an internal portion of a woven article, in accordance with
aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 5 depicts a portion of a woven article 500 comprised
of'an internal aperture 502, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention. The aperture 502, in this example, is
formed by finishing one or more wett (i.e., fill) threads to form
a portion of the aperture 502 perimeter. In this illustration, a
series of warp threads, such as a warp thread 504 and a warp
thread 506 extend through the woven article 500. The warp
threads are interwoven with a series of weft threads. A portion
of the weft threads, such as weft thread 510, are finished at an
internal portion of the woven article. Other weft threads, such
as a weft thread 508 extend the length of the warp beam, in
this example.

The aperture 502 is formed by finishing (e.g., tucking) the
weft threads that would otherwise cross a desired internal
aperture. For example, the weft 510 is tucked around the warp
504 at atuck 512. The finishing may occur during the weaving
process (e.g., prior to packing by a comb, subsequent to
packing by a comb) and/or the finishing may occur as a
post-process procedure. The aperture 502 is formed with
substantially linear perimeter edges. Other apertures dis-
cussed herein (e.g., an aperture 602 of FIG. 6) may have
gradient edges on the perimeter. It is contemplated that any
form of finishing may be implemented on the warps and/or
the wefts (and in any combination). For example, the various
threads may be finished with a fold and weld process, a
tucking process, a singeing process, an activation process
(e.g., heat activation), and other finishing techniques dis-
cussed herein.

FIG. 6 depicts a portion of a woven article 600 comprised
of'an internal aperture 602, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention. The article 600 is formed with a plurality of
warps, such as warps 604 and 606. The article 600 is also
formed with a plurality of wefts, such as wefts 608 and 610.
The aperture 602 is formed having a gradient perimeter (e.g.,
semi-circular in appearance). This gradient perimeter may be
accomplished by adjusting which of a plurality of warps onto
which a weft extends. For example, the weft 608 extends
farther than the weft 610, forming a graduated perimeter of
the aperture 602. In this example, the warps continue to
extend through the aperture 602; however, it is contemplated
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that the warps extending into the aperture 602 may be
removed by one or more finishing techniques discussed
herein. The warp removal may occur at any point after a
subsequent weft is interwoven with the to-be-finished warp,
in an exemplary aspect.

FIG. 7 depicts a portion of a woven article 700 comprised
of'an internal aperture 702, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention. The internal aperture 702 is formed, in this
example, through the pulling of the warp threads that would
otherwise transverse the aperture to aside of the aperture. The
pulling of the warp threads may be accomplished using a
lateral-moving heddle, a warp separator (discussed herein-
above), and/or a weft tensioning process. The weft tensioning
process may exert a lateral force that draws or pulls one or
more warps away from an aperture to be formed. This force
may be exerted as the weft is being finished to prevent an
excess material accumulation. Further, it is contemplated that
the weft may be pulled from a lateral edge after the finishing
process is applied (and potentially prior to packing by a
comb). Other exemplary aspects are contemplated.

The moveable warp concept is exemplified in FIG. 7 hav-
ing a plurality of warps, such as warps 704 and 706. The
warps are interwoven with a plurality of wefts, such as weft
708 and 710. The weft 708 is finished on a left side of the
aperture 702 and the weft 710 is finished on the right side of
the aperture 702 proximate the warp 704. The wefts maintain
the warps that would otherwise traverse the aperture 702 in an
offset location allowing for the formation of the aperture 702
with minimal finishing of the warps. In this example, the
warps may not need a finishing process done, which may aid
in maintaining the continuity of the warps through the length
of the woven article 700.

FIG. 8 depicts a portion of a woven article 800 comprised
of'an internal aperture 802, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention. The aperture 802, in this example, is con-
templated as being formed using a series of leno twist-like
operations on one or more of the warp that would otherwise
traverse the aperture 802. For example, a warp 804 and a warp
806 are initially twisted at a location 812 prior to diverging to
opposite sides of the aperture 802. The warps 804 and 806 are
then again twisted at a location 814 at a distant end of the
aperture 802. The twisted warps are maintained in a separated
position with one or more finished wefts, such as wefts 808
and 810. It is contemplated that any number of twists may be
implemented prior to or following the aperture 802.

FIG. 9 depicts a portion of a woven article 900 comprised
of'an internal aperture 902, in accordance with aspects of the
present invention. The internal aperture 902, in this example,
is formed having one or more twisted pairs of warps forming
the lateral perimeter of the aperture 902. For example, it is
contemplated that a leno warp twist process is applied to a
warp 904 and a warp 906. While the twisting is not illustrated
as continuing along the perimeter of the aperture 902, other
aspects may implement a twist in conjunction with one or
more wefts finished to form the aperture 902. Further, it is
contemplated that a twist process may begin at any point
during the weaving process and is not required, in an exem-
plary aspect, to continue along the length ofthe woven article.
Stated differently, a twist of two or more warps may com-
mence at any weft and may terminate at any weft. A first side
of'the aperture is formed with a termination of a weft 908 and
a second side of the aperture is formed with the termination of
the weft 910.

FIG. 10 depicts a portion of a woven article 1000 com-
prised of an internal aperture 1002, in accordance with
aspects of the present invention. The aperture 1002 may be
formed in manner similarly discussed with respect to FIG. 9.
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However, unlike that which is depicted in FI1G. 9, the aperture
1002 is formed with a separating of two or more twisted
warps, which may then be maintained in a separated position
with one or more wefts, such as a weft 1008. As discussed
with respect to FIG. 7, it is contemplated that a number of
mechanisms may be implemented for moving the warp
threads from their aligned position to an offset position. For
example, it is contemplated that a warp separator, a laterally
moveable heddle, and/or a weft tension force may be imple-
mented to move the one or more warp to an offset position,
which creates, at least in part, the aperture 1002.

It is contemplated that an aperture may have any shaped
perimeter. For example, multiple curves having varied radii in
various directions (e.g., different sized concave and convex-
oriented curves) may be formed as a portion of the perimeter.
Further, an aperture may be formed using any combination of
techniques discussed herein. For example, a leno warp twist
may be used to form one portion of the perimeter and an
alternative technique may be used to form another portion of
the perimeter, in an exemplary aspect.

FIG. 11 depicts a portion of a woven article 1100 com-
prised of two layers 1102 and 1104, in accordance with
aspects of the present invention. The first layer 1102 may
extend in a substantially planar manner while the second layer
1104 may deviate from the first layer 1102 to form a channel
or pocket. For example, it is contemplated that a first warp
1108 form a portion of the first layer 1102. And a second warp
1106 is pulled down to form a portion of the second layer
1104. This two-layer approach may allow for a channel
through which a material may pass (e.g., webbing, thread,
yarn, clips, and the like). Similarly, it is contemplated that the
wefts may extend from the first layer to the second layer at one
end of the channel to form a pocket-like enclosure. The open
end of the pocket-like enclosure may be finished in one or
more techniques provided herein.

As depicted in FIG. 11, a weft 1112 is interwoven with one
or more warps forming the first layer 1102. A weft 1110 is
interwoven with one or more warps forming the second layer
1104. While the weft 112 may be woven in a traditional
manner, it is contemplated that the weft 1110 may be finished
at one or both ends to form a pocket or channel respectively.

As previously discussed, a Jacquard-type machine may be
implemented to raise and lower the appropriate warps at the
appropriate time to form the first and the second layer. Other
techniques are contemplated for forming the multi-layered
woven article.

The present invention has been described in relation to
particular examples, which are intended in all respects to be
illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative embodiments
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art to
which the present invention pertains without departing from
its scope. Certain features and subcombinations are of utility
and may be employed without reference to other features and
subcombinations and are contemplated within the scope of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A three-dimensional (3-D) effector system, the 3-D
effector system comprising:

a first effector positioned on a weaving loom, the effector
having a contact head with a first shape, the first effector
adapted to apply a downward tension to selective warp
threads via the contact head to produce a deformation of
the selective warp threads;

a positioning mechanism that positions the first effector at
one or more locations along a series of warp threads; and

a logic unit that controls the position of the positioning
mechanism.
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2. The 3-D effector system of claim 1, wherein the first
effector is located post a weft insertion point and prior to a
beater packing location.

3. The 3-D effector system of claim 1 further comprising a
second effector positioned on the weaving loom.

4. The 3-D effector system of claim 3, wherein the second
effector is independently operable from the first effector.

5. The 3-D effector system of claim 3, wherein the second
effector has a contact head having a second shape.

6. The 3-D effector system of claim 5, wherein the first
shape is the same as the second shape.

7. The 3-D effector system of claim 5, wherein the first
shape is different from the second shape.

8. The 3-D effector system of claim 3, wherein the second
effector is positioned longitudinally aligned with the first
effector at a location beyond a beater packing location.

9. A three-dimensional (3-D) effector system for producing
3-D weaving patterns, the 3-D effector system comprising:

a first effector positioned on a weaving loom, the first

effector having a first contact head with a first shape, the
first effector adapted to apply a downward tension to
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selective warp threads via the first contact head to pro-
duce a deformation of the selective warp threads;

a first positioning mechanism that positions the first effec-
tor at a position prior to a weft insertion point;

a second effector positioned on the weaving loom, the
second effector having a second contact head with a
second shape, the second effector adapted to apply a
downward tension to the selective warp threads via the
second contact head to maintain the deformation of the
selective warp threads;

a second positioning mechanism that positions the second
effector at a position post to the weft insertion point; and

alogic unitthat controls the position of the first positioning
mechanism and the second positioning mechanism.

10. The 3-D effector system of claim 9, wherein, the ten-
sion on the selective warp threads is maintained as the weft is
packed.

11. The 3-D effector system of claim 9, wherein the first
shape is the same as the second shape.

12. The 3-D effector system of claim 9, wherein the first
shape is different than the second shape.

#* #* #* #* #*



